[DATE]
Representative Jason Lewis 

House Vice Chair, Joint Committee of Public Health
Massachusetts State House

Room 466
Boston, MA   2133
jason.lewis@mahouse.gov
Re:  Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC) - Bill, House, No. 01493
Dear Representative Lewis:
Case and Care Managers recognize the importance of the NLC as legislation to enhance the public’s protection by simplifying governmental processes and removing regulatory barriers to increase access to safe nursing care.  In today’s fast paced health care environment of new technology and practice modalities, it is critical that nurses are able to comply with state licensure laws that cross state lines.  These types of situations occur with increasing regularity in areas such as nurse advice lines, tele-nursing, home health, long distance monitoring of patients, hospital follow-up care, mobilization in times of disaster, and the increase mobility of the nursing workforce across state lines.  New threats of bioterrorism and the role of nursing as part of rapid response teams place an increased urgency on the implementation of the NLC.

Nursing regulation commenced approximately 100 years ago in most states.  With the rapid development of managed care, telehealth and a mobile population, nurses are frequently required to practice with patients who reside across state lines.  It’s time to change the way nurses are licensed.  Multistate licensure for nurses is an obvious need in this era when many nurses need to hold multiple state licenses (some as many as 50!).  There are already 24 states in the NLC.  Please support H 1493 to make our state the 25th.
 NLC General Purposes
· Facilitate state’s responsibility to protect the public’s health and safety;
· Ensure and encourage cooperation of party states to hold each party state and nurse accountable;
· Facilitate exchange of information between states through Nursys, the national nurse licensure database utilized for license verification and discipline purposes.
· Promote compliance with laws governing the practice of nursing.
Benefits of the NLC

· Clarifies the authority for nurses currently practicing telenursing or interstate practice; 

· Greater mobility for nurses; 

· Improved state and facility access to licensed nurses during a disaster or other times of great need for qualified nursing services;

· Facilitates lawful nursing practice;

· Reduces duplicative regulatory processes and allows state regulatory agencies to reallocate resources;

· Facilitates enhanced discipline and information-sharing among participating NLC states, boards of nursing; promotes learning from each other while improving processes and efficiency; and

Please vote for H 1493 to support entry into the NLC.

Sincerely,


[YOUR NAME]
[YOUR TITLE]

